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ROMANS 9 PART 5 
 

 “I tell the truth in Christ, I am not lying, my conscience also bearing me witness in the Holy Spirit, that I 
have great sorrow and continual grief in my heart. For I could wish that I myself were accursed from Christ for 
my brethren, my countrymen according to the flesh, who are Israelites, to whom pertain the adoption, the glory, 
the covenants, the giving of the law, the service of God, and the promises; of whom are the fathers and from 
whom, according to the flesh, Christ came, who is over all, the eternally blessed God. Amen. 
 But it is not that the word of God has taken no effect. For they are not all Israel who are of Israel, nor are 
they all children because they are the seed of Abraham; but, ‘In Isaac your seed shall be called.’ That is, those 
who are the children of the flesh, these are not the children of God; but the children of the promise are counted 
as the seed. For this is the word of promise: ‘At this time I will come and Sarah shall have a son.’ And not only 
this, but when Rebecca also had conceived by one man, even by our father Isaac (for the children not yet being 
born, nor having done any good or evil, that the purpose of God according to election might stand, not of works 
but of Him who calls), it was said to her, ‘The older shall serve the younger.’ As it is written, ‘Jacob I have loved, 
but Esau I have hated.’ 
 What shall we say then? Is there unrighteousness with God? Certainly not! For He says to Moses, ‘I will 
have mercy on whomever I will have mercy, and I will have compassion on whomever I will have compassion.’ 
So then it is not of him who wills, nor of him who runs, but of God who shows mercy. For the Scripture says to 
the Pharaoh, ‘For this very purpose I have raised you up, that I may show My power in you, and that My name 
may be declared in all the earth.’ Therefore He has mercy on whom He wills, and whom He wills He hardens. 
 You will say to me then, ‘Why does He still find fault? For who has resisted His will?’ But indeed, O man, 
who are you to reply against God? Will the thing formed say to him who formed it, ‘Why have you made me like 
this?’ Does not the potter have power over the clay, from the same lump to make one vessel for honor and 
another for dishonor? What if God, wanting to show His wrath and to make His power known, endured with 
much longsuffering the vessels of wrath prepared for destruction, and that He might make known the riches of 
His glory on the vessels of mercy, which He had prepared beforehand for glory, even us whom He called, not of 
the Jews only, but also of the Gentiles?  
 As He says also in Hosea: ‘I will call them My people, who were not My people, And her beloved, who was 
not beloved.’ ‘And it shall come to pass in the place where it was said to them, “You are not My people,” there 
they shall be called sons of the living God.’ Isaiah also cries out concerning Israel: ‘Though the number of the 
children of Israel be as the sand of the sea, the remnant will be saved. For He will finish the work and cut it short 
in righteousness, because the LORD will make a short work upon the earth.’ And as Isaiah said before: ‘Unless the 
LORD of Sabaoth had left us a seed, we would have become like Sodom, and we would have been made like 
Gomorrah.’  
 What shall we say then? That Gentiles, who did not pursue righteousness, have attained to righteousness, 
even the righteousness of faith; but Israel, pursuing the law of righteousness, has not attained to the law of 
righteousness. Why? Because they did not seek it by faith, but as it were, by the works of the law. For they 
stumbled at that stumbling stone. As it is written: ‘Behold, I lay in Zion a stumbling stone and rock of offense, 
and whoever believes on Him will not be put to shame’”  (Romans 9:1–33 NKJV). 
 “But it is not that the word of God has taken no effect. For they are not all Israel who are of Israel, nor 
are they all children because they are the seed of Abraham; but, ‘In Isaac your seed shall be called.’ That is, those 
who are the children of the flesh, these are not the children of God; but the children of the promise are counted 
as the seed. For this is the word of promise: ‘At this time I will come and Sarah shall have a son.’ And not only 
this, but when Rebecca also had conceived by one man, even by our father Isaac (for the children not yet being 
born, nor having done any good or evil, that the purpose of God according to election might stand, not of works 
but of Him who calls), it was said to her, ‘The older shall serve the younger.’ As it is written, ‘Jacob I have loved, 
but Esau I have hated’”  (Romans 9:6–13 NKJV). 



 There are at least ten keys to properly understanding the 9th chapter of Romans. Moreover, these keys 
may help the Bible student understand many other difficult passages and verses throughout the Scriptures. 
Please take the time to ponder each key and make every effort to put them to memory.  
 (Key 1) Paul, has proven that salvation comes by faith alone to undeserving men—not through the law, 
not through the “good deeds or moral character of men” and in spite of their “evils and oft rebellions.” 
 (Key 2) Paul needed to make a case against the idea that God has abandoned the people of Israel (and 
the promised land of Israel). He has not replaced Israel with or by the Church—nor abandoned His land. 
 (Key 3) Paul needed to warn the Gentiles not to boast against Israel. 
 (Key 4) God’s hardening of Israel is useful to His purposes and plans in making Himself known to Israel—
and the Nations. In like manner, God can and does use people as He sees fit, in order to make Himself known to 
all other men. 
 (Key 5) The perspective on Romans 9–11 should include the fact that Israel had been given the greatest 
privilege and blessing to that date—but they refused God’s gracious provision. This left the Jews with a fully 
deserved penalty and damnation. 
 (Key 6) No one deserves salvation (…especially the privileged Jews). Therefore, God is not unrighteous 
should He choose to damn mankind according to His righteous standards. 
 (Key 7) God’s sovereign choice to use men—in spite of their “good or evil”—does not suggest He does 
not know (in advance) the “good or evil” done by those men. “God does not trick Himself into not knowing.” 
 (Key 8) God’s use of men neither prevents nor secures their salvation. 
 (Key 9) God is not unrighteous should He choose to extend mercy and thus salvation to the undeserving. 
 (Key 10) There is a noted distinction between mercy and grace… Moreover, grace is not mentioned in 
Romans 9. 
 As we continue to study these chapters, I trust the Lord to equip you, encourage you, and allow your 
growth to translate into greater hope and rest in the grace of God. 
  I love you all, 
 Pastor Paul    
 


