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 “I say then, has God cast away His people? Certainly not! For I also am an Israelite, of the seed of Abraham, 
of the tribe of Benjamin. God has not cast away His people whom He foreknew. Or do you not know what the 
Scripture says of Elijah, how he pleads with God against Israel, saying, ‘LORD, they have killed Your prophets and torn 
down Your altars, and I alone am left, and they seek my life’? But what does the divine response say to him? ‘I have 
reserved for Myself seven thousand men who have not bowed the knee to Baal.’  Even so then, at this present time 
there is a remnant according to the election of grace. And if by grace, then it is no longer of works; otherwise grace 
is no longer grace. But if it is of works, it is no longer grace; otherwise work is no longer work. 
 What then? Israel has not obtained what it seeks; but the elect have obtained it, and the rest were blinded. 
Just as it is written: ‘God has given them a spirit of stupor eyes that they should not see and ears that they should 
not hear, to this very day.’ And David says: ‘Let their table become a snare and a trap, a stumbling block and a 
recompense to them. Let their eyes be darkened, so that they do not see, and bow down their back always.’ 
 I say then, have they stumbled that they should fall? Certainly not! But through their fall, to provoke them 
to jealousy, salvation has come to the Gentiles. Now if their fall is riches for the world, and their failure riches for the 
Gentiles, how much more their fullness! 

For I speak to you Gentiles; inasmuch as I am an apostle to the Gentiles, I magnify my ministry, if by any 
means I may provoke to jealousy those who are my flesh and save some of them. For if their being cast away is the 
reconciling of the world, what will their acceptance be but life from the dead? For if the firstfruit is holy, the lump is 
also holy; and if the root is holy, so are the branches. And if some of the branches were broken off, and you, being a 
wild olive tree, were grafted in among them, and with them became a partaker of the root and fatness of the olive 
tree, do not boast against the branches. But if you do boast, remember that you do not support the root, but the 
root supports you.  
 You will say then, ‘Branches were broken off that I might be grafted in.’ Well said. Because of unbelief they 
were broken off, and you stand by faith. Do not be haughty, but fear. For if God did not spare the natural branches, 
He may not spare you either. Therefore consider the goodness and severity of God: on those who fell, severity; but 
toward you, goodness, if you continue in His goodness. Otherwise you also will be cut off. And they also, if they do 
not continue in unbelief, will be grafted in, for God is able to graft them in again. For if you were cut out of the olive 
tree which is wild by nature, and were grafted contrary to nature into a cultivated olive tree, how much more will 
these, who are natural branches, be grafted into their own olive tree?  
 For I do not desire, brethren, that you should be ignorant of this mystery, lest you should be wise in your 
own opinion, that blindness in part has happened to Israel until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in. And so all 
Israel will be saved, as it is written: ‘The Deliverer will come out of Zion, and He will turn away ungodliness from 
Jacob; for this is My covenant with them, when I take away their sins.’ Concerning the gospel they are enemies for 
your sake, but concerning the election they are beloved for the sake of the fathers. For the gifts and the calling of 
God are irrevocable. For as you were once disobedient to God, yet have now obtained mercy through their 
disobedience, even so these also have now been disobedient, that through the mercy shown you they also may 
obtain mercy. For God has committed them all to disobedience, that He might have mercy on all. 
 Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His judgments 
and His ways past finding out! ‘For who has known the mind of the LORD? Or who has become His counselor?’ ‘Or 
who has first given to Him and it shall be repaid to him?’ For of Him and through Him and to Him are all things, to 
whom be glory forever. Amen” (Romans 11:1–36 NKJV). 
 Paul has made a case for Israel’s past by documenting the promises, covenants, and activities of her former 
years. He has also made it clear that God has not forsaken Israel and has a continuing work with her through the 
present remnant who have been preserved according to the election of grace. The future of Israel, therefore, says 
Paul, is guaranteed and referenced as an event wherein God will restore her to more than a renewed glory—but to 
glory greater than she has ever known in the past. This greater glory will begin when Jesus returns to the earth at 
the Second Coming to rescue Israel from all the surrounding nations who will make war with her and sets up His 
Earthly Kingdom—a Kingdom He taught His disciples to pray for. 



 The coming Kingdom will follow the remaining years of the Church Age (the period of history we are 
presently enjoying) and the 7-year Tribulation also known as the time of Jacob’s trouble (see Jeremiah 30:7) and/or 
Daniel’s 70th week (see Daniel 9). The next item on the prophetic timeline is the Rapture of the Church. At this event 
the saints from the Church Age will be taken to heaven. Thereafter iniquity will go unrestrained and the “man of 
sin,” AKA the “Antichrist” will be revealed (see 2 Thessalonians). The Antichrist is a false messiah who will 
temporarily deceive Israel and the nations only to be exposed 3½ years into that 7-year period as a fraud and enemy 
to all who refuse his “kingdom” and “leadership.” Then nearing the end of the 7 years, God will draw the living Jews 
to Himself through supernatural means (see Ezekiel 39:21–29, Zechariah 12:10–13:1, Romans 11:25–27) and rescue 
Israel from the then impending destruction the world will anticipate as inevitable (see Ezekiel 39:1–20, Joel 3, 
Zechariah 14:1–4, Revelation 19:11–21). 
 Although Israel is suffering a present “spirit of stupor/slumber,” the day will come when she will be 
awakened and rejoice in her Savior and thus inherit the Kingdom promised her (see Isaiah 60:1–3, Isaiah 43:25 and 
Ezekiel 36:22). Likewise, those from the Church Age who have trusted Jesus for salvation will (having been grafted 
into the “root and fatness” [Romans 11:16–25]) inherit blessings promised to Israel—through the Seed of 
Abraham—and thus shall rule and reign with Him in the 1000-year earthly Kingdom.  
 We have much to look forward to. We have no need to fear the temporal circumstances of this life—as it is 
in this fallen world. We have a Living King and a literal Kingdom to anticipate. Therefore, lift up your eyes my 
friends—the King of Glory is coming! (see Psalm 24).  
 I love you all, 
 Pastor Paul 
 


